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MADE IN AMERICA, A play by Alvin 
Boretz, dwected by Steven Robman; sel by 
alter, costumes by Molly 


sound by Stephen R. Shafter; produced by 
Mark Tepet Forum, Music Center, Los 
Angeles. New Theatre For Now Festival 
second production, closed Sunday night. 
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By Richard Stayton 


“Made in America” is a title 
freighted by playwright Alvin 


. Borete with multiple meanings: 


made as in seduced, exploited, 
compromised. His working-class 
America isn't “Flashdance” 
country; it's where promises of 
the good life earned by honest, 
hard labor — the -{mmigrant's 
dream — vanishes before infla 
tion and foreign competition. 
His hero, Matt McAvoy, knows 
this: “A promise was made to me 
and it was broken!” 
Forty-eight-year-old steel. 
worker McAvoy, the son of an 
Irish immigrant, has pressed 
molds for 20 years on an asscm 
bly line, yet always anticipated 
an escape: “I've been a dreamer 
all my life.” Those dreams were 
inherited from his father, who 
“believed in the American ex- 
periment, a new world,” but 
ended up staring at it in a 
whiskey glass. Like Hamlet, Mc- 
Avoy is preoccupied with his 
dead father, here symbolized by 
a disembodied tenor’s voice 
crooning Irish folksongs. Like 
Willy Loman from Arthur 
Miller's “Death of a Salesman,” 
McAvoy is losing himself: 
“Somewhere I fell between the 
cracks and I'm disappearing.” 
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been a dreamer all my life.” -..: 


believable in a difficult role. ' 


doesn't have the skills for trag-' d 
edy, only for arousing sympa-* : 
thy. Desperation should tremble“ 
his every line. Instead, his grow- ‘i. 
ing panic appears. to emerge :$ 
from what his. wife calls “a’< 
change of life.”.". 


one prays this work gets resur- .° 
rected in a new, improved ver-"~ 
sion. i 
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